Introduction
The epidemiology of sexually transmitted disease (STD) changes rapidly with the increasingly rapid alterations in modern social behaviour and prevailing therapies, and with the changing biological activities of the causative agents. An important parameter in the control of STD is, therefore, an up-to-date knowledge of recent developments in this field. We have tried to analyse the situation in Vienna by pooling the results of screening of STDs, which, because of the local situation, is carried out by a rather heterogeneous group of medical institutions. General governmental care covers only small sections of the population and most of the patients are seen in hospitals, outpatient clinics, private referral laboratories, and private practice. Each of these institutions has its own special interest and its own, at least partly selected, patients.
Study material and results
In our study we collected the results of screening in four different groups of patients: (1) prostitutes under the health control of the governmental health service; (2) prostitutes who had been admitted to hospital for treatment of their STD; (3) outpatients of the second Viennese department of dermatology and venerology; and (4) NK not known A more pronounced increase was found in the incidence of trichomoniasis and candidosis between 1972 and 1977, although the same diagnostic procedures were applied. The incidence of trichomoniasis increased from 35% to 56% and that of candidosis from 15 5% to 43% in prostitutes with gonorrhoea in group 2. In contrast, the incidence of condylomata acuminata and scabies was again found to be lower in recent years than in 1972 and 1973 (Table 2) .
OUTPATIENTS (GROUP 3)
In the STD unit of the second department of dermatology in Vienna, where in Austria mainly dermatological patients are seen, more than 12 000 patients with STDs attended for medical advice in the last six years (Table 3) .
Gonorrhoea was detected in 21 % of male and 16 % of female patients in group 3; syphilis occurred in 11 % and 7-5% respectively. The figures for trichomoniasis and candidosis differ greatly from those shown for the prostitutes, the reason for this being the non-random selection of patients referred to the clinic. Of all female patients 22% had candidosis and 9% trichomoniasis; the percentage in male patients was much lower at 6% and 2 5 % respectively. Genital herpes was observed in 5-6 % of the patients. Interestingly enough, chancroid was found in five cases in 1977 after a 
Discussion
In Vienna, as in other countries (Wallin, 1978) , there has been a marked decrease in the number of cases of gonorrhoea since 1971. Although the same methods of investigation have been used the number of cases of condylomata acuminata, scabies, and genital herpes are at about the same level or have decreased slightly. Chancroid reappeared in Vienna in 1977 after a long period of absence.
From these trends in Vienna, we conclude that efforts to control gonorrhoea and syphilis have been successful and should be continued. More attention, however, should be directed towards measures against the increasing incidence of trichomoniasis and candidosis. In addition, some rare venereal diseases-such as chancroid-might reappear locally in the near future. These conditions should, therefore, be included in the training of doctors and students.
